
What’s my grandfather’s name?

Memory is proof of a person’s self-existence. Losing memory, one will lose his ability of 

cognition and regulation.This topic has been discussed by many films and television shows, 

explaining the uneasiness and helplessness of humankind in memory loss.

With the developing of science and technology, modern people have a new understanding 

of life and ethics. The success in technologies, such as 3D printing organs, frozen brain 

etc., challenges the limits of human minds once and for all. However, the reconstruction of 

memory has never been achieved.
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DAYS WITH MY FATHER, photographed by 

American Photographer Phillip Toledano, 

records the last three years of his father who fell 

victim to Alzheimer’s disease. 

Canadian artist Tony Luciani 
produced a group photos, bringing 
his ailing mother back to her 
girlhood of innocence and fantasy.

My grandmother and I are very close. A few years ago, she gradually started to lose her 

memories on a lot of things because of Alzheimer’s disease, and even alienated me. It 

broke my heart. Noticing other artists had created affectionate works of art for their families 

afflicted with Alzheimer’s disease, it dawned on my mind that I could also do something for 

my grandmother. Thus the idea of retrieving memory occurred to me.



Introduction

Alzheimer’s disease (AD) is an insidious and progressive neurodegenerative disease 

whose cause has not yet been identified. The starting symptoms of this disease are slow 

or hidden, and patients and their family often cannot tell its beginning. It is most common 

among elders over the age of 70. According to the cognitive ability and the deterioration 

of the body function, AD is divided into three stages.

The first stage (1 to 3 years)

Mild dementia. Neglect of recent events ability to judge decreased, difficult to handle 

complex issues;showing indifference, suspiciousness, social difficulties; fewer words, 

naming difficulties.

The second stage (2 to 10 years)

Moderate dementia. Disturbance of memory, visuospatial construction decreased, time 

and place barriers; difficult to distinguish the difference between things; unable to carry 

out outdoor activities independently, personal hygiene needing help; emotional irritability; 

incontinence.

The third stage (8 to 12 years)

Severe dementia. Completely dependent on caregivers, serious memory loss with only 

fragments of memory; unable to take care of daily life of oneself, showing silence, limb 

stiffness; showing original reflection such as groping and sucking

Numbers of patients predicted by World Alzheimer’s Organization

I learned some of my grandmother’s life experiences from my family members through questionnaires. Meanwhile, I found some of my grandmother’s gadgets and visited the places she once lived. All these helped 

me to advance my works to a great extent.

Alzheimer's brain is different from a brain with slight cognitive impairment or a healthy brain.



In this work I made up a memory company to help people who lost their memory recover their memory. After 
collecting the memory fragments that remain in the patient’s mind and sorting them out and holding them in a 
candle, the patient receives a memory tablet. Every time when a tablet is taken, the brain will try to activate a 
portion of the memory. But it’s a process of forgetting and remembering after all, as there are two forces in the 
fight. So only when a specific amount of tablets is taken, can the transmission be successful. When candles are 
lit one by one, those memories will come back, and the brain will gradually come back from the chaos.

The burnt paper means these memories are the remnants of memories that are being forgotten in the patient's mind.

It is often the most important fragments of life that people cannot forget. Although this method cannot restore all the 
details, it can at least remold a unique memory for the patient.

I created a piece of work on this theme in 2016, but at that time the work just described the state of 
"oblivion", and the form was only the combination of various painting materials without much to do with 
personal experiences.

The tools required are paraffin particles, heating pans, cotton thread, tweezers, and candle molds. Each candle takes a full day to cool out.

Concepts & Process



Note on picture: 

“Speaking of how your grandmother met grandfather, the process was very interesting. Father told me they first met when they were called for performing a Chao Opera 
in the village of Dong Dun. He was singing in the Chao opera troupe. In his spare time he rode a bicycle cargo with steal box on rear frame to load as much as he could. 
He frequently commuted between Shantou and Chenghai. Then he asked a matchmaker to send a square scarf to my mother, and because of the shows, he always found 
excuses to visit my mother, your grandmother…”

Note on picture: 

“There are a lot of goldfish in my house. My 
grandmother always likes to squat down and look 
carefully at those fresh lives .”

Note on picture: 

“At first, grandma only forgot things sometimes without changing her habits too much. For example, she would start eating 
once holding a bowl, she would fold clothes when they are messy, she would put things back to where they belonged. 
Grandma still responded to familiar living scenes.

Not every tablet will activate memory, and there are transmission 
failures.

Details



Even though this method of recovering memory sounds ridiculous and nearly impossible, it is still a wonderful wish in my heart. Maybe years later this product 

would actually come true to make all precious memory eternal.

Installation view


